
A Readers’ Theater Adaptation of Calvin Alexander Ramsey’s  
 

Ruth and the Green Book 
 

By Nicki Stohr 
 
Characters: 
Narrator  Ruth 3    
Ruth 1  Ruth 4    
Ruth 2  Mama    
 
Narrator: This script comes from the fictional story, Ruth and the Green 
Book by author Calvin Alexander Ramsey and illustrated by Floyd Cooper.  
 
Ruth 1: It was a BIG day at our house when Daddy drove up in our very 
own automobile – a 1952 Buick!  
 
Ruth 2: It is the most beautiful color.  
 
Ruth 3: Daddy calls it Sea Mist Green. 
 
Ruth 4: He bought it for his new job, but first, we planned to go on a trip 
to visit Grandma in Alabama. 
 
Ruth 2: It was so excited to travel across the country!  
 
Ruth 3: I packed my own bag, and Mama said I could take Brown Bear 
with me for company, even through I’m almost too old for him. 
 
Ruth 1: As we drove out of Chicago, it felt funny to see the neighborhood 
disappear and then the streets and then the buildings. 
 
Ruth 4: I love all the green grass and hills and trees.  
 
Ruth 3: Daddy told lots of stories about when he was a boy in Alabama.  
 
Ruth 2: He made us laugh. 
 
Ruth 1: Eventually, we stopped and had a picnic lunch that Mama had 
packed.  
 
Ruth 4: She had been cooking all week to get ready for the trip. 
 



Ruth 2: After driving for a long time, we stopped at a service station to fill 
up on gas.  
 
Ruth 1: As Daddy was paying the station attendant, Mama asked for the 
key to the restroom.  
 
Ruth 3: The man said we couldn’t use the restrooms because they were 
for whites only.  
 
Ruth 4: Mama and I had to go into the woods.  
 
Ruth 1: I was embarrassed, but Mama said the people who should be 
ashamed of themselves were those service station owners. 
 
Ruth 2: I was tired when Daddy stopped the automobile.  
 
Ruth 3: I asked Mama where we were, and she said we were going to 
spend the night in a real hotel.  
 
Ruth 4: We watched Daddy talking to the man behind the desk.  
 
Ruth 2: Daddy was smiling and pointing to us.  
 
Ruth 1: But the man shook his head and turned his back. 
 
Ruth 3: Daddy came back out and slammed the car door.  
 
Ruth 4: He never slammed to door before, so I knew he was mad.  
 
Ruth 1: I wondered what happened, but I knew somehow it wasn’t a good 
time to ask him. Mama gave me a look that said,  
 
Mama: “Ruth, just keep quiet.”  
 
Ruth 3: So that’s what I did. 
 
Ruth 2: We kept on driving through the night.  
 
Ruth 4: Mama took a turn so Daddy could sleep.  
 
Ruth 1: I fell asleep with Brown Bear as my pillow.  
 
Ruth 2: We must have pulled off the road in the middle of the night, 
because when I work in the morning, we were all curled up in the car, I 
was stiff and hungry.  
 



Ruth 4: Mama gave us cold biscuits and jam for breakfast.  
 
Ruth 3: She said we should sing to cheer ourselves up. 
 
Ruth 2: We sang a lot that day as we crossed the country.  
 
Ruth 1: We had picnics at roadside stops for lunch and dinner because 
all the restaurants had signs in the windows that said we couldn’t eat 
there.  
 
Ruth 4: It seemed like there were “White Only” signs everywhere outside 
of our Chicago neighborhood.  
 
Ruth 3: I felt homesick, and I hugged Brown Bear close all day. 
 
Narrator: To learn more about Ruth’s road trip to Alabama, the Jim Crow 
Laws and about the Esso Green Book you will need to finish this picture 
book.  
 
Mama: Be sure to read the last page in the book about the history of the 
Negro Motorist Green Book. It is interesting to see the development of the 
once simple pamphlet developed into a full book. 


