
Readers Theater Adaptation of Ben Hatke’s 
 

  Zita the Spacegirl:   Far From Home 
 

By Mary Pettit 
 

This readers theater is designed to be used with a document camera such as an Elmo 
or Aver Vision. 
 
 
Readers:  
 
Narrator 1  Narrator 2   Zita   Joseph 
 
Sound squad (several students who, in unison, make the sounds in the 
book) 
 
Document camera operator (who sets up each double spread page) 
 
 
Narrator 1:  This is the beginning of the story of Zita the Spacegirl written 
and illustrated by Ben Hatke.  It is a graphic novel, which is a story in 
cartoon form.  Part of the story is told visually, through the illustrations and 
part through the words, which usually appear above the characters’ heads 
in the illustrations. 
 
Narrator 2:  The author begins with this quote from G. K. Chesterton: 
“There are two ways of getting home; and one  
of them is to stay there. 
The other is to walk round the whole world  
till we come back to the same place.” 
 
Camera operator:  [Show pages 2-3 double page spread.] 
 
Zita:  Finders Keepers! 
Sound squad:  Foosh! 
Zita:  Hee hee!  
Joseph:  Oof! 
 
Camera operator:  [Show pages 4-5 double page spread.] 
Joseph:  Grabbing my notebook out of my hands isn’t finder’s keepers . . 
.  Zita? 
Sound squad:  Foosh 
Zita:  This wasn’t there yesterday. 
Joseph:  It looks like a meteoroid. 
Zita:  I thought that kind of thing always burned up in the atmosphere. 



Joseph:  The dinosaurs thought so too. 
Zita:  It looks like there’s something poking out of it . . . Help me down. 
Joseph:  Shouldn’t we report this? 
Zita:  Report it to who?  The Science Squad? . . . Whoa. 
 
Camera operator:  [Show pages 6-7 double page spread.] 
Joseph:  That was in the meteoroid? 
Ziva:  What do you think it does? 
Joseph:  Put it back, Zita. 
Narrator 1:  Adventurous Zita thinks a moment. 
Zita:  I think we should push the button! 
Joseph:  What!?!  NO! 
Zita:  Come on, what do you think will happen? 
Joseph:  Seriously, put it back!  . . . Aak!  Let go of me! 
Zita:  This is for your own good, Joseph. 
Joseph:  Don’t do it! 
Sound squad and Zita: [While Zita character pushes on make-believe 
button]  TEK! 
 
Zita:  Pff!  It’s probably an old remote or something. 
Sound squad and Zita: [While Zita character pushes on make-believe 
button]  TEK TEK TEK TEK 
Joseph:  I still don’t think – 
Sound squad:  [loudly] CRAKKA  KRAKA . . .  
 
Camera operator:  [Show pages 8-9 double page spread.] 
Sound squad:   [Very loud]  THOOM!!!!!!!! 
Joseph:  What?  YAAH!  ZITA!  HELP!  . . . . . [Then softer, as he is farther 
away]  Help! 
 
Camera operator:  [Show pages 10-11 double page spread.] 
Narrator 2:  Zita is overwhelmed with fear and guilt.  What has happened 
to her friend, Joseph?  What should she do? 
Camera operator:  [Wait a moment so that audience can see the 
pictures of Zita’s anguish.] 
 
Camera operator:  [Show pages 12-13 double page spread.] 
Narrator 1:  She decides to return to the scene of Joseph’s 
disappearance.  
Camera operator:  [Wait a moment to allow audience to fully take in the 
action in the pictures.] 
Narrator 2:  She finds the button.  She decides she must push it – again. 
Sound squad:  TEK  TEK  TEK  TEK  TEK  
Sound squad:   [Wind sounds]  Whooooosh Whooooosh Whoooosh!   
 
Camera operator:  [Show pages 14-15 double page spread.] 



Sound squad:  [loudly]  CRAKKA  KRAKA    [Very loud] THOOM! 
 
Narrator 1:  That is the end of Chapter One of Zita the Spacegirl. 
Narrator 2:  What happens to Zita?  What has happened to Joseph?  
Read on, if you want to find out! 
 
 
 
 
 
 


